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‘What is the secret of the guards’

appeal? They are undeniably elegant,
stylish, colorful and highly professional.
The sculpted lines of scarlet and black
of the Grenadiers on the march....the
skivl of the pipes of the Scots and Irish,
and the rich texture of the brass of the
massed Guards’ bands during one of
London’s great military parades will
send a frisson of pleasure down the

most unmilitary of backs. By simply
being there, the Guards evoke the glory

and paths of the past in the way that

bl o ertnnew it James H. Hillestad, member

RN . no. 6, gives an insight into some
of the lesser-known facts and

customs of the Guards Division

The Guards by John de St. Jorre, Crown
Publishers, N.Y., 1981 :

or centuries, the Guards
FDivision (until 1968 ‘the

Brigade of Guards’) has
fascinated the public. Here is a
potpourri of facts and customs you

may not know about this most famous
of military forces.

Why scarlet?

‘The uniform each Regiment wears
1s, by its very colour, royal. As far
back as the reign of Canute, it is
known that the ‘House Carles’, who

A caricature of

a Coldstream
Guards officer
by Simon Dyer

were his bodyguard, were clothedin  : This regiment distinguished itself at
: scarlet. When the Normans brought | Waterloo in 1815, where it defeated

: to the Royal coat of arms a shield

: in which the ground of the top left

. quarter was also scarlet, the fashion
: was set. Not until the reign of Charles :
: Il were blue facings, and in some
: cases, blue tunics, associated with the :
: Royal Household.

The King’s Guard, Henry Legge-

. Bourke, Macdonald & Co., Ltd.,
: London, 1952

There is history in the names

The history of the Guards dates

: from the time of Charles II and the

: restoration of the monarchy. In exile
. in France in 1656, he raised the

: King’s Royal Regiment of Guards.

: the Grenadiers of the French Imperial
: Guard. As a result of that action,
: the Prince Regent ordered that the

regiment be known as the 1st or

. Grenadier Regiment of Foot Guards.

The Coldstream Guards take their

: name from the village of Coldstream

: on the border of Scotland. Raised

: in 1650 on the orders of Oliver

: Cromwell, they took their place in

. the ‘New Model Army’ under Colonel
: George Monck. Their motto (‘Second
: to none’) emphasizes that the

. Coldstream Regiment is older than

: any other regiment of Foot Guards,

¢ even if it was not until 1660 that thev
: entered Royal service.







